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The Tall Tree Wind Farm is a proposed renewable 
energy project located in the Golden Plains Shire, 
West of Lethbridge, North of Teesdale and South of 
Meredith in Central West Victoria.

The project, which is situated in the Central Highlands Renewable Energy 
Zone (REZ), has the potential to generate enough energy to power up to 
250,000 homes annually, with up to 53 wind turbines on site, and could 
create up to 270 jobs during peak construction, as well as 10-12 ongoing 
jobs during operations.

The project is currently in the environmental assessment and approvals 
phase, with referral documentation submitted to the Department of Transport 
and Planning on 6 June 2025 and currently awaiting a ministerial decision.

More information about the project is available on the Tall Tree Community 
Engagement Hub: community.acciona.com.au/talltree.

http://community.acciona.com.au/talltree
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS  
AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2025

EVENTS SUMMARY
ACCIONA Energía hosted five face-to-face Community Information Sessions and one webinar during 
August and September 2025. 

The event format replicated the November 2024 information sessions, which incorporated both 
a panel-style Q&A followed by a drop-in session – this format was developed in response to 
community feedback following the March 2024 drop-in sessions. ACCIONA held four panel-style 
sessions (one each in Meredith, Lethbridge, Shelford and Teesdale) and one drop-in only session (in 
Meredith). Panel sessions included a brief presentation from the project team, followed by a panel 
Q&A where community members could pose questions to the project team. The panel was followed 
by a brief drop-in format that allowed community members to have one-on-one or smaller group 
discussions with the project team if they wished to do so. The drop-in session featured a less formal 
format with no presentation. Rather, attendees could ‘drop in’ at any time during the two-hour 
window, peruse the project collateral and ask the project team questions. 

Panel sessions were scheduled predominantly in the evenings, with one during the daytime and 
one at the weekend. These session timings were offered in response to feedback received from the 
community following the March and November 2024 Community Information Sessions.

The events were publicised through a range of communications channels including:

NEWSPAPERS:

GOLDEN PLAINS 
TIMES 
19 July; 1, 8 and 22 
August (half-page ads)

LEIGH NEWS 
Included in the August 
Edition (half-page ad)

MEREDITH AND 
DISTRICT NEWS 
Included in the August 
Edition (half-page ad)

NEWS

MIRIAM LITWIN

GOLDEN Plains Shire is hosting 
two industry nights for secondary 
school students and young people.

The sessions are designed to 
assist community members in 
understanding potential career 
prospects. 

Each night will include local 

guest speakers from the construction 
and trades, and hair and beauty 
industries.

Training and apprenticeship 
support advisors will also be 
available to assist in networking 
with local businesses. 

The sessions will be held at 
Bannockburn P-12 College from 
6pm until 8pm.

The event on Tuesday 19 August 
will focus on construction and 
trades while the session on Tuesday 
26 August will be centred around 
hair and beauty.

Attendees will learn about various 
career pathways within these fields.

“If you’ve been thinking about a 
career in construction and trades or 
hair and beauty, these nights are a 

fantastic opportunity,” said mayor 
Cr Owen Sharkey.

“Come along and chat with local 
experts and apprentices to learn 
about a potential career in these 
fields.”

“This is a great opportunity to 
expand your network and hear 
directly from industry professionals 
about their experiences in these 

fields.”
The nights are part of a municipal 

work readiness program under the 
Victorian Government’s Engage! 
Initiative.

To register, visit the Golden 
Plains Shire website. Light 
refreshments will be provided. For 
more information, contact youth@
gplains.vic.gov.au or 5220 7111.

Industry night to uncover career options

EDWINA WILLIAMS

LAST Friday 25 July, twenty-eight 
Napoleons Primary School students 
were by the Yarrowee River at 
Scotchmans Lead, just down from the 
Franklin Bridge, to participate in a 
Schools’ National Tree Day planting 
bee.

The event led by members of 
Napoleons-Enfield Landcare Group 
saw about 200 native plants put in the 
ground to create a meadow.

These plants came from Ballarat’s 
community nursery at the Botanical 

Gardens, and were purchased through 
sponsorship by Simplicity Funerals, 
Central Highlands Water, GJ Gardner 
Homes, and the Ballarat Wildlife Park 
via 15 Trees.

“We have discovered native grass, so 
we’re going to maintain a grassland in 
amongst the plantings, and the students 
have planted a meadow around the edge 
of the native grass,” said Napoleons-
Enfield Landcare Group member Jenny 
Ryle.

“It’s important for them to understand 
that we don’t just plant trees, we plant 
a whole range of plants that work 

together.
“Some of the plants the students 

have planted today include milky 
beauty heads, golden everlasting, and 
dianellas.”

A total of 2000 natives will be 
planted to revegetate the site beside 
the Yarrowee throughout the season, 
funded by the same sponsors. 

Simplicity Funerals location manager 
David Franzo said the business plants 
one native through 15 Trees for every 
funeral they run in order to offset their 
emissions.

Ballarat Wildlife Park’s volunteer 

coordinator Darcy Strange said they 
plant a tree through 15 Trees per Koala 
Encounter they sell at the park.

This is fitting, as a koala has recently 
been spotted enjoying the landscape 
along the Yarrowee at Scotchmans 
Lead.

“It’s a badge of honour to have a 
koala here,” Ms Ryle said.

GJ Gardner Homes has been in 
partnership with 15 trees since 2010, 
and public relations officer Lisa Dark 
said they have funded more-than 
100,000 trees to be planted in the last 
15 years.

“We donate 15 trees for every slab 
that we pour, and some years we can 
pour 50 or 60-plus,” she said.

The initiative is part of the Urban 
Ripple Project.

Napoleons 
pupils plant 
on Tree Day

LEFT: Offsetting their carbon footprint: 
Representatives of 15 Trees, Napoleons-Enfield 
Landcare Group, Simplicity Funerals, GJ 
Gardner Homes, and the Ballarat Wildlife Park 
on site at the Yarrowee River, Scotchmans 
Lead. Photos: EDWINA WILLIAMS

BELOW: Students contributed to the creation 
of a meadow next to patches of native grasses.
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Tall Tree Wind Farm
COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS
The Tall Tree Wind Farm is a proposed renewable energy project in Central West 
Victoria in the Golden Plains Shire, located west of Lethbridge, north of Teesdale 
and south of Meredith.  
The proposed project has now lodged referral documents to the Department of 
Transport and Planning. ACCIONA Energia is pleased to announce the following 
opportunities to meet with the project team and ask questions about the project 
and referral documentation.

Referral documents can be found at: bit.ly/TallTreeReferral 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS: 
MEREDITH  
Tuesday, 26 August 
5.30pm – 8pm 
Meredith Memorial Hall  
61 Staughton Street  
Meredith, Victoria

SHELFORD  
Thursday, 28 August  
5.30pm – 8pm  
Shelford Public Hall  
16 Mercer Street 
Shelford, Victoria

LETHBRIDGE  
Wednesday, 27 August  
5.30pm – 8pm  
Lethbridge Public Hall  
25 Russell Street 
Lethbridge, Victoria 

TEESDALE  
Saturday, 30 August 
12.30pm – 3pm  
Teesdale Memorial Hall  
Shelford-Bannockburn Road 
Teesdale, Victoria

ONLINE SESSION: 

Monday, 1 September  
7pm – 8.30pm

Register at:  
bit.ly/TallTreeWebinar

DROP-IN SESSION: 
MEREDITH  
Tuesday, 2 September 
11am – 1pm  
Meredith Memorial Hall  
61 Staughton Street  
Meredith, Victoria

You can also contact the team via 
email:  talltree@acciona.com   
phone:  1800 283 550

FIND OUT MORE

Visit our online Community Hub to learn more, 
register for updates, and ask questions about the 
project: community.acciona.com.au/talltree
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SOCIAL MEDIA:
Social media posts were published on the following 
Facebook pages:

	• Teesdale and Inverleigh Locals
	• Bannockburn Locals
	• Lethbridge and Surrounds
	• Meredith Residents
	• Elaine Community

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN:
Social media adverts were placed between August 
20 and September 2 in the lead up to the sessions 
to raise awareness in the Meredith, Bannockburn, 
Lethbridge, Shelford, and Teesdale communities.

MAILOUTS BY AUSTRALIA POST:
Flyers were mailed by AusPost to the Teesdale, 
Lethbridge, Meredith and Shelford areas during the 
week beginning 21 July and the week beginning 25 July.

PHYSICAL FLYERS ON NOTICEBOARDS:
Physical flyers were posted on community 
noticeboards and displayed in shopfront windows 
in Teesdale, Lethbridge, Meredith and Shelford on 
15 July.

EMAILS TO SUBSCRIBERS:
Emails were sent to Tall Tree Community Hub 
subscribers on 14 July and 5 August 2025.

PROJECT UPDATES:
Project Updates were published on the Tall Tree 
Community Hub on 14 July and 22 August.

The sessions took place at the following locations. There were approximately 225 attendees in 
total, with the number of attendees for each session:

IN-PERSON:

Tuesday 26 August 5:30-8pm Meredith Memorial Hall 45 attendees

Wednesday 27 August 5:30-8pm Lethbridge Public Hall 84 attendees

Thursday 28 August 5:30-8pm Shelford Public Hall 41 attendees

Saturday 30 August 12:30-3pm Teesdale Memorial Hall 48 attendees

Tuesday 2 September 11am-1pm Meredith Memorial Hall 3 attendees

ONLINE:

Monday 1 September 7-8.30pm Webinar 4 attendees
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS

SUMMARY OF THEMES
Based on questions asked and comments made during the sessions, the key 
themes have been summarised below*.

*Please note that the following table does not capture all the themes raised at the Community Information Sessions. All 
questions raised will be reflected in an updated version of the Tall Tree Wind Farm – Answering Your Questions document.

Key theme Sub-theme

Project location, 
layout and 
timelines

	• The appropriateness of the project’s 
location

	• Upcoming key project milestones and 
timelines. 

	• Proximity to four towns and neighbours

Shadow flicker and 
buffer zones 

	• Shadow flicker regulations in Victoria and 
compliance 

	• Shadow flicker impacts on neighbouring 
properties 

	• Shadow flicker impacts on roads and 
vehicles

	• Shadow flicker impacts on health and 
wellbeing

	• Updated Shadow flicker distances 
	• Appropriateness of the use of current 

guidelines 

Current guidelines are 
outdated.

There’s widespread 
frustration and we don’t 
feel acknowledged.

Why can’t shadow flicker 
impacts be contained 
within the project 
boundary?

I’m concerned about 
climate change.
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Key theme Sub-theme

Noise and 
vibration

	• Noise regulations in Victoria and 
compliance

	• Turbine design impacts on noise to 
neighbours

Environmental 
and ecological 
concerns

	• Impacts on ecology, endangered species 
and native birds

	• Buffer zones and compliance from fauna, 
flora and waterways 

	• Turbine blade erosion and environmental 
impacts

	• Survey/ study results and public availability
	• Brolga studies not sufficiently detailed
	• Geological survey not been conducted

Aviation safety 	• Turbulence impacts
	• Impacts on aerial firefighting
	• Impacts on Lethbridge airport operations

Visual impacts 	• Visual impacts on neighbouring properties 
and the community

	• Lifestyle impacts

Project design 	• Turbine make and model
	• Associated infrastructure within the 

project footprint
	• Blasting impacts

Decommissioning 
and recycling

	• Decommissioning responsibilities

Economic 	• Local job opportunities during 
construction and operations

	• Local businesses and procurement during 
construction

Neighbours 	• Setbacks to dwellings, property 
boundaries

	• Impacts on neighbours’ ability to build

The planning 
process

	• Details included in Referral 
	• Interest in why not all studies have been 

completed yet
	• When is the minister’s decision expected?

We have strict 
conservation overlays 
and can’t even remove 
trees, yet this project 
could cause major 
environmental impacts.

The current strategies 
seem unsustainable for 
raptor populations in 
Victoria, especially with 
the rapid expansion of 
wind farms.

Welcome the idea of a 
wind farm. It’s a step 
toward addressing 
climate change and 
supporting more 
sustainable energy 
solutions.
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NEXT STEPS
ACCIONA Energía will publish a document 
outlining all the questions and answers that 
were taken on notice during the August and 
September Community Information Sessions. 
An updated version of the ‘Tall Tree Wind Farm 
– Answering Your Questions’ document will also 
be published to reflect all of the new questions 
received. 

ACCIONA Energía is awaiting the Minister’s 
decision regarding the proposed planning 
pathway for the Tall Tree Wind Farm project. 
Once the decision has been made, ACCIONA 
will communicate the outcome to community 
members and project stakeholders along with 
the next steps. 

ACCIONA Energía would like to sincerely thank 
all of the community members who attended 
the August and September Community 
Information Sessions and provided their honest 
feedback on the proposed Tall Tree Wind Farm 
project. As ever, please feel free to get in touch 
with ACCIONA Energía with your feedback and 
questions through one of the channels.

CONTACT US

Community information hotline: 

1800 283 550

Email: 

talltree@acciona.com 

Community Hub:

community.acciona.com.au/talltree

Post: 

PO Box 24110, Melbourne VIC 3001

mailto:talltree%40acciona.com?subject=
http://community.acciona.com.au/talltree

